
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) 
penned these words on December 25, 
1864.   

I heard the bells on Christmas day 
Their old familiar carols play 
And mild and sweet their songs repeat 
Of peace on earth good will to men. 

And in despair I bowed my head 
There is no peace on earth I said 
For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

Then rang the bells more loud and deep 
God is not dead, nor doth He sleep  
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail 
With peace on earth, good will to men. 

In 1872, John Baptiste Calkin gave us the tune, and 
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day has been a beloved 
carol ever since.  Written in the aftermath of a bloody 
civil war, Longfellow’s words still strike a resonant chord 
in the human spirit today, even as they did in 1864.   

Longfellow lifted his key phrase from Luke 2:13-14:  
13 suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.”  (KJV) 

Peace on earth has been a bone of contention ever 
since Cain wiped out one-fourth of the world 
population.  Hate has always mocked that song of 
peace, so this is not a new phenomenon.  When the 
New York Daily News responded to the terrorist 
attack* on San Bernardino with a 144-point headline 
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.  Of the increase of his 

government and of peace there will be 
no end, ... with justice and with 

righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 

hosts will do this.  

―Isaiah 9:6-7 (ESV) 

*On December 2, 2015, there was a terrorist attack (a mass shooting and an 
attempted bombing) at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino, California. 
The attack targeted a San Bernardino County Department of Public Health training 
event and Christmas party.  Fourteen people were killed and twenty-two others 
were seriously injured.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2nk77EOgapg
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The season of Advent is upon 
us yet again.  However, many 
people, even Christians, do not 
understand the meaning 
behind its traditions.  Most 
folks, including the youngest 
among us, see that we light 
candles during worship each 
Sunday in the four weeks 
leading to Christmas, but why 
do we?   

The season of Advent is a time 
for both looking back and looking forward with expectant 
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus Christ on Christmas, and for the return of Jesus 
Christ at the end of the age.  Advent observance began 
as early as the fourth century as a period of preparation 
for new Christian converts to receive baptism.  Advent’s 
emphasis then was on repentance and spiritual renewal, 
and it was very similar to the season of Lent, which 
focused on the same.  However, over time Advent’s 
emphasis shifted, and most of what we know and 
practice today during Advent arose during two different 
later historical periods, the Middle Ages and then the 
19th century.   

Quite notably, in 1839, the advent wreath first appeared, 
when a Lutheran minister working at a children’s mission 
in Germany created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart.  
The minister placed 20 small red candles on the wheel’s 
outer ring and four larger white candles inside the ring, 
lighting the red candles on weekdays and the four white 
candles on Sundays as a way for the children to count 
down the days until Christmas.   

In the Advent wreathes of today, the color of the now 
four candles can vary, but it is common for the first, 
second, and fourth candles to be purple, while the third 
is a pinkish hue.  In some cases, all the candles are red, 
blue, or white.  Often, a fifth white candle is placed in the 
middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Day itself.  
Each candle has its own meaning as follows:  

First Advent Candle: The first purple candle symbolizes 
hope.  Also known as the “Prophecy Candle” in memory 
of the prophets, particularly Isaiah, who prophesied the 
birth of Christ.  It symbolizes the anticipation felt in 
awaiting the coming Messiah. 

Second Advent Candle: The second purple candle 
symbolizes faith.  Also known as the “Bethlehem 
Candle,” signifies Mary and Joseph’s journey to 
Bethlehem. 

Third Advent Candle: The third candle is ordinarily pink 
and represents joy.  This candle is pink because the rose 

color represents joy, also known as the “Shepherd’s 
Candle.”  The third Sunday of Advent is meant to remind 
us of the world’s joy at the birth of Jesus and that the 
faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent. 

Fourth Advent Candle: The final purple candle marks 
the last week of Advent as we anticipate the birth of our 
Savior.  This final candle, also known as the “Angel’s 
Candle,” signifies peace.  It reminds us of the angels’ 
message: “Peace on Earth, Good Will Towards Those 

Whom God Is Pleased” (Luke 2:14). 

This Advent season’s sermon series will focus on what 
each of the Advent wreath candles represent, and how 
this should shape us as God’s people.  We will consider 
stories of hope, faith, joy, and peace as we prepare our 
hearts to celebrate Christ’s birth, and to contemplate his 
coming again.  It is my prayer that this Advent season be 
one filled with light, good cheer, and anticipation of the 
receiving the greatest gift of all— Christ the Lord. 

  Yours in Christ 
   Pastor Shawn  

Christmas Shoeboxes  
are on Their Way! 

As has been the case every year since 1994, Operation 
Christmas Child has been augmented by the generosity 
of our congregation.  In those years, our congregation 
has filled hundreds of shoeboxes with gifts, supplies, 
treats, toys, and surprises for children we will likely never 
meet.  We don’t have an actual count for previous years, 
but our tally for 2022, including a number of shoeboxes 
filled by on-line orders, adds up to about 39.   

Samaritan’s Purse began organizing this project in 1993, 
with 28,000 shoebox gifts sent to children in the war-
torn Balkans that Christmas.  The shoebox gifts― in some 
cases the first gift a child has ever received― provide an 
opportunity for spreading the Gospel where it’s never 
been heard before.   

In the nearly 30 years since, more than 198 million 
children― in over 170 countries and territories― have 
received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox.  And 
that count does not include the distribution for 2022.    

https://video.samaritanspurse.org/200-millionth-shoebox-stops-near-chicago/
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The Stated Meeting of Session was called 
to order at 7:00 PM on 
November 17, 2022, by the Moderator, 
Shawn Carafa, in the church basement.   

The meeting was opened with devotions 
from chapter 9 of Gentle and Lowly by 
Dane Ortlund and prayer by Shawn Carafa 
and the ruling elders present.   

Members present: Moderator, Shawn Carafa; 
Ruling Elders: George Ellsworth, Howard 
Crawford, Jim Ely, and Jerry Watson Jr.  
constituting a quorum.   

Mark Mason was present as clerk of session. 

On motion the agenda was approved.   

The minutes of the October meeting were approved as 
distributed.   

The Pastor’s written report of last month’s activities was 
received.   

On motion removed Norma Gustus from the church roll 
having joined the church triumphant on November 14, 
2022. 

The next prayer meeting will be December 4 following a 
noon luncheon.   

Prayer Leaders after worship service: 

December 4 Mark Mason and Kim Rayburn 
December 11 Howard and Sallie Crawford 
December 18 Jim and Barb Ely 
December 25 Jerry and Mary Watson  

There were 34 communicants at the December 4 
worship service.  There was an average attendance of 44 
in worship the last four weeks. 

The Homeschool Mom’s/Kids Group has continued 
meeting at the church on Wednesday afternoons for the 
colder weather seasons.   

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox campaign is 
concluding this Sunday, November 20. 

The church will participate in the Christmas in Attica 
Celebration from 10 AM 1:00 PM on Saturday, 
December 3 by providing activities for children and 
refreshments for all. 

The adult Sunday school class completed the video 
series Prepare to Stand by Andrew Brunson and has 
begun studying RC Sproul’s series Angels and Demons.   

The men’s breakfast group met on November 12 with 6 
men attending.  The next breakfast is scheduled for 
December 10. 

The Women’s Fellowship will meet on November 19.   

Children’s Sunday school classes are ongoing. 

The church enjoyed a fellowship carry-in lunch after the 
November 6 service.  The next fellowship 

lunch is scheduled for December 4. 

On motion received Summary 
Financial Reports from Brenda Gates 
and George Ellsworth 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will 
be celebrated on December 4, to be 
served by Howard Crawford and Jerry 
Watson.   

Approved study weeks for Pastor from 
December 12 to December 19 and December 26 to 
January 2. 

Appointed George Ellsworth to the position of Church 
Deputy Treasurer. 

Approved a Christmas Eve service for 7:00 PM 

Approved moving $699.97 from Receipts to the Special 
Missions Fund. 

Approved a special offering on December 4 for I Care 
Ukraine which is an arm of Mission Eurasia.   

Session completed an annual review of the church roll. 

Approved January 22, 2023, for the congregational 
annual meeting. 

Approved reimbursing Brenda Gates $22.00 for the 
Business Entity Report Fee. 

Approved reimbursing Brenda Gates $461.48 for the 
computer she purchased for church treasurer work.   

Approved the next session meeting for Thursday, 
January 5, 2023.   

The next Regular Meeting of Session will be January 5 at 
7:00 PM.   

On motion the meeting was adjourned with prayer at 
8:52 PM 

  Respectfully Submitted, 
  Mark W.  Mason, Clerk   

NASA Probe Successfully Hits 

Asteroid 

On 27 September 2022, a NASA launched spacecraft 
crashed into Dimorphos, a relatively small moon orbiting 
the asteroid Didymos.  The impact, estimated at 13,500 
mph, did in fact alter the orbital path of the roughly 

Impact! Continued on page 6 
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“GOD ISN’T FIXING THIS,” their headline made national 
headlines.  The paper was actually mocking various 
politicians who had offered or requested prayers for 
victims and families― and their mockery was widely 
echoed.  New?  Not! 

When the Midianites terrorized Israel for seven years 
about 1170 BC (Judges 6), there was no peace on earth.  
“Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord…” and 
God lifted His veil of protection, giving enemy marauders 
free reign in the land.  If the New York Daily News had 
been in publication at that time, they might well have 
run a headline like “GOD ISN’T FIXING THIS.”  If they had 
written such a headline, it would have been given wide 
acclaim accompanied by much hoopla.  Public and 
political approval notwithstanding, they would have 
been very wrong— as they were in 2015.   

They would have ignored the irrefutable facts that 
explained why things were so bad.  When things got bad 
enough (When the people of Israel cried out to the LORD 
on account of the Midianites, Judges 6:7), the people 
cried out to God, and He sent them a prophet who read 
them a litany of their history, bluntly telling them, “You 
have not obeyed my voice.” (v10) God then sent Gideon 
to lead them back to obedience― and their first reaction 
was to put out a contract on Gideon.   

When Moses stood before the people to set before them 
a blessing and a curse (Deuteronomy 11:26) the promise 
was inscribed in God’s immutable Word: a blessing when 
you obey, or a curse when you do not.  Like the rest of 
God’s Word, that has not changed since long before 
Moses.   

There were other times when the New York Daily News 
might have run the “GOD ISN’T FIXING THIS” headline.  
Those times were not entirely unlike today, because 
people have not changed much.  Israel repeatedly fell 
into Baal worship― which included sexual perversion 
and child sacrifices.  The curses that followed were as 
laid out by Moses in Deuteronomy.  Those curses 
eventually led to the destruction of the Temple, 
Jerusalem, and Israel’s kingdom― and eventually, God’s 
Chosen People were carried off to slavery in Babylon.  
Look at where our country stands today― and yet we are 
vociferously blind to the obvious parallels― including 
threats from a modern day “Babylon.”   

A contemporary headline “GOD ISN’T FIXING THIS” 
would still be a vivid reflection of our culture’s failure.  
We do not know the scriptures, or the power of God.  
Because God IS fixing this.  It is to our shame that His fix 

Peace?! Continued from page 1 

has not yet produced the necessary contrition.  A less 
perverse people would have long ago repented in 
sackcloth and ashes.   

So what of Longfellow’s verse about ‘peace on earth, 
good will to men?’  The line is lifted almost verbatim 
from the angels’ message in Luke 2.  Longfellow’s study 
Bible was apparently the 1611 King James (or 
Authorized) Version, which is widely recognized as the 
best English Bible translation of its time― and it’s still in 
wide use 400 years later.  However, there is a significant 
difference between the KJV rendition of Luke 2:14 and 
the rendition found in essentially all of the more recent 
translations.   

13 suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!”    
  ―Luke 2:13-14 (ESV) 

13  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14  "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
to men on whom his favor rests."   
  —Luke 2:13-14 (NIV)  

The difference is likely the result of incorporating older, 
but more recently discovered, Greek manuscripts.  This 
wording introduces a conditional clause into the promise 
of peace on earth, which is in keeping with the rest of 
the Scriptures.   

5  The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates 
the wicked and the one who loves violence. 6  Let 
him rain coals on the wicked; fire and sulfur and a 
scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup.  
7  For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous 
deeds; the upright shall behold his face.   
|  ―Psalm 11:5-7 (ESV)  

1  Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel 
of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor 
sits in the seat of scoffers; 2  but his delight is in the 
law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day 
and night.  3  He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. 
4  The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the 
wind drives away. 5  Therefore the wicked will not 
stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous; 6  for the LORD 
knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the 
wicked will perish. ―Psalm 1:1-6 (ESV)  

Peace on earth is not a blanket to be spread like the rain 
on the just and the unjust.  It is conditional― for those 

Peace?! Continued on page 7 
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Easy as pie!  Piece of cake!  
These two American English 
idioms share a very similar 

meaning, possibly 
differing only in 

nuance.  The first is a simile, usually describing a task or 
undertaking that is easy, simple, or pleasurable― or even 
all three.  The second is a metaphor― of the same usage 
and connotation.  (Metaphors and similes are similar but 
different― for details, ask your favorite English teacher.)   

Normally, easy as pie is not used in reference to making 
the pie.  Any baker who has ever made a pie knows that 
making a pie is no piece of cake.  Zane Grey lays claim to 
the first documented use of easy as pie in 1910, when he 
used the term in The Young Forester.  It turned up again 
in the Saturday Evening Post in February 1913.   

Tracing the derivation of the idiom is certainly no walk in 
the park.  One possibility is that the original simile was 
like eating pie― first recorded in Sporting Life in 1886.  
Language usage being what it is, that morphed into as 
easy as eating pie, and the same process gradually 
dropped the word eating.   

Another possibility dates back to pre-reformation 
England.  A convoluted collection of liturgical rules was 
published detailing all 35 days when Easter could fall― as 
part of the Anglican Calendar called Pie.  (Origin of that 
name is a tale for another day.)  Easy as pie perhaps 
(with a touch of sarcasm) referred to the Liturgical Pie, 
and by extension, to any excessively complex set of 
directives.   

All that being said, this month’s treat is an easy as pie pie 
that’s really a piece of cake.  And if that sounds like a 
confusing mixed metaphor, I submit that it most 
assuredly is not― since easy as pie is a simile, not a 
metaphor.   

The pie in our refrigerator didn’t last long enough for us 
to determine how well it keeps.   

Ingredients 

1  6-serving size package of Jell-O Cook-and-Serve vanilla 
pudding  

3  tablespoons sugar  

2  teaspoons pumpkin pie spice  

1 12-oz can evaporated milk  

¼  cup Half & Half 

1  egg ― slightly beaten  

1  cup canned pumpkin  

1  9-inch pie shell, baked & cooled,  
  or  
9-inch graham cracker crust pie shell 

Instructions 

Combine everything but the pie shell in a saucepan.  
Cook, stirring constantly, over medium heat until the 
mixture comes to a boil that bubbles up through the 
batter (don’t let it scorch!).  Remove from heat and cool 
for about 5 minutes, stirring twice.   

Pour batter into the pie shell and chill for at least four 
hours.  Garnish with whipped cream.  A sprinkle of 
chopped pecans just before the whipped topping makes 
a tasty addition.     

Session has set the annual congregational meeting 
for January 22, 2023― immediately following 
Morning Worship.  The order of business will 
include approval of the 2022 annual reports, 
election of officers for 2023, presentation of the 2023 
Church Budget, and approval of the Pastor’s 2023 
Compensation package.   

To facilitate compilation and printing of 
the Annual Report packet, individual 
reports must be turned in to Clerk Mark 
Mason by January 8, 2023.  The reports 

packets (paper copies) will be distributed on 
January 15 for members to review prior to the 
meeting.  Electronic copies (PDF) will be 
distributed via email on request.  Paper copies 
will be provided one per family― so bring your 
copy back to the meeting.   

Since this is the stated annual meeting of the 
congregation combined with the legally mandated 
annual meeting of the corporation, any business of 
the congregation or corporation may properly be 
presented.  If you have business to present at the 
meeting, it is considered good form (although not 
actually mandated) to notify the clerk in advance for 
inclusion on the agenda.     

Natural Gas off Israel’s Coast 

Energean, an Israeli company, recently discovered a huge 
deposit of natural gas off the coast of Israel.  Their first well 
tapped a reservoir of at least 13 billion cubic meters of 
natural gas, and indications are that there is more near 
where that was found.   

This is a priceless find for Israel, providing a marketable 
commodity in short supply among many of its allies.  It is all 
the more remarkable for a small country, which as far as 
we know, has no oil.     
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Jeff Edwards 

OMS 
[This update was distributed 11-01-22, too late for the 
November issue of Good News.  Jeff was in Southeast Asia in 
October, and this is his report of that trip.  It is an 
unavoidable fact that a monthly publication will report news 
that may be as much as a month old.  Fortunately, good news 

is never really out of date.  ―ed.] 

November 1, 2022 

I (Jeff) think I’m fully back in this time zone!  I was 10 
hours ahead of EST and it took a few days to adjust.  I 
returned from my trip to two Southeast Asia countries 6 
days ago.  It was good, challenging and eye-opening.  I 
was honored to meet heroes of the faith that we’ll never 
hear about publicly nor will the world ever notice them.  
But God does.  And I stand in awe of the sacrifice our 
brothers and sisters make as they serve God in countries 
that are getting more restrictive to Christians every year.  
We cannot send residential missionaries there, but we 
have itinerant missionaries that serve in both of these 
countries. 

 

Praise God for: 

• A faithful church planter 
who decided to follow 
“Isa” (Arabic for Jesus) 
when he was 16.  His 
grandfather, the Muslim 
leader of his village, told 
him that he would kill him 
the next day if he didn’t recant.  He fled and didn’t 
see family or his home for 20 years.  He’s serving God 
faithfully, discipling younger leaders and planting 
house churches.  (he’s pictured eating with me and 
three others.  He’s the one farthest from the 
camera.) 

• An Imam (basically the Islam equivalent to a Christian 
pastor) that accepted to follow 
“Isa” (Jesus in Arabic) just 2 days 
before we presented a Bible to him 
in his mosque.  (The green roof is 
the mosque where this happened in 

the ◼◼◼◼◼

◼◼ camp of displaced 
people) 

• Secret Muslim believers that 
are growing in their 
knowledge of “Isa”, passing 
out Bibles and planting house 

churches.  (This is the picture 
of a group of about 18, I’m 
sitting in the front) 

• Young girls who were 
rescued from a brothel and 
are being safely cared for and taught about Jesus.  
Their birth mothers have signed over legal custody so 
they cannot be forced back into the sex trade once 

they are 11 or 12. 

•Training Centers 
throughout the OMS 
world that serve (as this 
one does), to encourage 
and teach church 

planters to disciple, 
share about Jesus and 
form small 
congregations. 

• A strong church in 
India (the banner gives 
it away); these are 
Bishops of the Evangelical Church of India. 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  We so 
appreciate you. 

  Jeff and Laura 
  Jeffry Max Edwards 
  serving as President 
  One Mission Society 

OMS 
Engaging the one to reach the many. 

We believe that the power of the Gospel, in the hands 
of disciple-makers, will transform all nations.  

90,000-ton asteroid moon.   

Two 1998 Sci-Fi movies addressed the seemingly far-fetched 
possibility of a destructive asteroid collision with earth.  
Meteor Crater (Winslow, Arizona) is the best-preserved 
evidence of the possibilities.  About every ten years or so, a 
35-foot diameter (or larger) meteor comes in contact with 
the earth’s atmosphere.  The last one was in 2013, over 
Chelyabinsk, Russia.  A 66-foot meteor exploded about 15 
miles up, with an energy yield 30 times greater than the 
Hiroshima nuclear bomb.  It caused widespread property 
damage, and hundreds of injuries― so far-fetched is 
probably not an appropriate adjective.   

The NASA test was to determine the feasibility of mounting 
an effective defense in case one of the 1.1 million known 
asteroids should be detected on an earth-shattering path.  
The test demonstrated that, in the event of such a threat— 
subject to the object’s size, speed, and ETA— an effective 
defense is possible.  Maybe.     

Impact!  Continued from page 3 
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12 Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; forget 
not the afflicted.  13 Why does the wicked 
renounce God and say in his heart, “You will not 
call to account”?  

His prayer continues with what he knows to be true of 
his God, along with some fairly graphic requests for 
what he thinks should be done to the evildoers― 
broken limbs and possibly annihilation:   

14 But you do see, for you note mischief and 
vexation, that you may take it into your hands; to 
you the helpless commits himself; you have been 
the helper of the fatherless.  15 Break the arm of 
the wicked and evildoer; call his wickedness to 
account till you find none.   

David closes with praise for his God― for the things he 
knows God has done, and will do― current 
appearances notwithstanding.   

16 The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations 
perish from his land.  17 O LORD, you hear the 
desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their 
heart; you will incline your ear 18 to do justice to 
the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who 
is of the earth may strike terror no more.   

We do not know all of the circumstances surrounding 
the writing of this psalm.  But we do know from David’s 
own words, that evil was afoot in Israel, and that such 
evil was being permitted to exist.  The absence of peace 
is palpable in David’s words.   

It is reasonable to infer that the lack of peace was 
related to the rampant evil, because that connection is 
a recurring theme in God’s historical record:   

22 “There is no peace,” says the LORD, “for the wicked.”  
―Isaiah 48:22 (ESV)  
13 “For from the least to the greatest of them, everyone 
is greedy for unjust gain; and from prophet to priest, 
everyone deals falsely.  14 They have healed the wound 
of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ when there 
is no peace.  ―Jeremiah 6:13-14 (ESV)  

David’s response to the pain and suffering is a lesson 
for us when (not ‘if’) we face an age of evil.  Speak out, 
we must.  Resist as God enables.  But our primary 
response must be as David demonstrates.  He cried out 
to God with supplication and praise.  Our only hope is 
to do the same― regardless of cost.  The New York 
Daily News would undoubtedly have had David on 
their target list for ridicule and contempt.  In our 
current culture, we as believers, should expect no less.   

Our sovereign God is still in control.  The world is full of 
ignorant (or willfully blind) observers who have yet to 
recognize the (already in motion!) process of “Fixing 
This.”  But to the Bible scholar and/or the student of 
history, the handwriting on the wall is as plain as it was 
for Daniel.   

The ‘fix’ is in.  And it is coming!  

with whom God is pleased.  When God is NOT pleased, 
the absence of peace is the beginning of God’s fix.  When 
it looks like God is not fixing what’s wrong, it’s because 
of our own stiff-necked short-sightedness.   

When the New York Daily News responded to the San 

Bernardino terrorist massacre with the headline, GOD IS 
NOT FIXING THIS, it was intended in part, as a call for 
more government restraint on firearms and firearms 
owners― which by definition would only apply to law-
abiding citizens.  The core intent, however, was to mock 
those who responded to the tragedy with prayer— and 
calls for prayer.  That mindset has only intensified since 
2015.   

When David wrote Psalm 10, he was responding to 
destructive attacks from within the community of Israel.  
He could have opened with his own headline: GOD, 
YOU’RE NOT FIXING THIS!  What follows is a litany of the 
evil that seems to prosper around him (ESV):  

1 Why, O LORD, do you stand far away?  Why do you 
hide yourself in times of trouble?   
2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let 
them be caught in the schemes that they have 
devised.  3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his 
soul, and the one greedy for gain curses and 
renounces the LORD.   
4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek 
him; all his thoughts are, “There is no God.”  5 His 
ways prosper at all times; your judgments are on 
high, out of his sight; as for all his foes, he puffs at 
them.  6 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; 
throughout all generations I shall not meet 
adversity.”  7 His mouth is filled with cursing and 
deceit and oppression; under his tongue are 
mischief and iniquity.  
8 He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding places he 
murders the innocent.  His eyes stealthily watch for the 
helpless; 9 he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; 
he lurks that he may seize the poor; he seizes the poor 
when he draws him into his net.  10 The helpless are 
crushed, sink down, and fall by his might.   
11 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has 
hidden his face, he will never see it.”   

This catalog of contempt includes the fool’s quote 
“There is no God!” (v4)― and scorn for God’s sovereignty 
(v11).  David, however, in his response, differs radically 
from what we saw in the New York Daily News.  
Beginning in verse 12, David lays out his requests before 
God in fervent prayer:  

Peace?! Continued from page 4 
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  DOB      Name 
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Every First Sunday 
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Congregational Prayer 
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