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Labor Day has officially come to be
celebrated as the Unofficial End of
Summer.
Never mind that 90°
temperatures, high humidity, and
summer storms are likely to persist
well into September, and even
October. And the meteorological
record shows that the peak date for
tropical storm development (generally
considered to be a ‘summertime’
threat) is around September 10.
The end of summer tag has its roots in years gone by, when the traditional date
for the first day of school was usually in the week after Labor Day. Labor Day
weekend was therefore the last weekend of for municipal pools to be open, since
school would hijack the greatest percentage of their patrons. For the same
reason, it was the last weekend for lifeguards at
public beaches, and it marked the end of the season
In This Issue
for family vacations.
Pastor’s Ponders .............. 2
Much of that traditional reasoning has now gone the
Session In a Nutshell........ 3
way of the livery stable and the carriage house
because school has already been in session for a
John Lundy— TWR .......... 4
month. The end of summer/Labor Day rule about
Cupboard Corner.............. 5
the wearing white is also completely up for grabs,
Archeological Discovery
since the ‘Unofficial End of Summer’ and Labor Day
in Jerusalem ................ 6
no longer officially coincide. That archaic rule may
In the Beginning…
have originated as a symbol of social class snobbery,
the Big Bang!? ............. 7
but its original intent is still the subject of some
debate― among those who may be inclined to
Birthdays and
debate such foolishness. All of which has nothing to
Anniversaries ............... 8
do with the original intent of Labor Day.
In the late nineteenth century, a movement began
seeking recognition for the value of American labor,
manual, mental, and managerial.
That labor,
contributed by many hands, was the true source of
American prosperity. None of what had been built,
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Education inevitably includes
character formation. We see
this in the scriptures as Jesus
not only teaches his disciples
information, but he gives them
a template through his own
example, of how his followers
should live. In the Old and
New Testaments alike, God
commands His people— “be
holy because I am holy.” And
this holiness comes through
God’s work of sanctification in believers. The Holy Spirit
works to shape us into the image of Jesus, who taught
and modeled perfect holiness in human form.
Character formation is part of all forms of education—
not only the religious variety. That is why it is impossible
to expect educators to “stick to teaching ABCs and 123s.”
Even the most rudimentary learning implicitly teaches
some kind of values to learners.
The question becomes: what values will be taught? A
few generations ago, even in the public-school setting,
Christian parents could be sure that their children were
taught values that were in line with Christian ones. That
does not mean that public schools taught Christian
doctrine. Nor would teachers explicitly teach that Jesus
is the Son of God and savior of those who believe in him.
However, the moral virtues taught were likely analogous
to and not opposed to Christian moral virtues.
Today’s Christian parents have no such assurance. While
on the surface many of the values taught in public school
mirror those upheld by the Christian faith, many promote
the opposite. For example, many public schools utilize a
framework for character development called Social
Emotional Learning (SEL). SEL is the brainchild of CASEL
(Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional
Learning) a group of educators and researchers formed in
1994 with the mission to improve students’ academic
performance. The stated intent was to support “whole
child” education by promoting social and emotional skills
in schools.
CASEL’s website defines SEL as “the process through
which all young people and adults acquire and apply the
knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop healthy
identities, manage emotions and achieve personal and
collective goals, feel and show empathy for others,
establish and maintain supportive relationships, and
make responsible and caring decisions.”
SEL looks to accomplish its goal by teaching five core
competencies—
self-awareness,
self-management,
responsible decision making, social awareness, and
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relationship skills. One taking a cursory glance at these
would find SEL as a useful tool in character formation.
However, a deeper look shows that this tool is being used
to promote values that unavoidably conflict with
Christian ones. How? One of chief outcomes of SEL is
the advancement of “equity.” Equity is a term used in
academic circles that encompasses a whole host of social
justice initiatives that foster an “inclusive” environment.
CASEL has created a specific form of SEL implementation
(Transformative SEL) to achieve this end. CASEL says that
Transformative SEL is “aimed at redistributing power to
more fully engage young people and adults in working
toward just and equitable schools and communities. It
emphasizes the development of identity, agency,
belonging, curiosity, and collaborative problem-solving
within the CASEL framework.”
Some of the core features of Transformative SEL include
using “academic content that integrates issues of race,
class and culture” and “instruction that honors and
makes connections to students’ lived experiences and
identities, and scaffolds learning to build an
understanding of others’ lived experiences.” To cut
through the official language— these features encourage
students to form a thoroughly Neo-Marxist worldview. It
is an early introduction to critical theory, which sees the
world as consisting of oppressed and oppressors. The
oppressors in our culture are any who do not fully
embrace and celebrate the LGBT+ movement, or who
push back against the idea that white supremacy/
privilege is one of the most pressing problems of our
time.
Similar to when our culture was more aligned with
Christian values, teachers today might not explicitly teach
Neo-Marxism, but the values they transmit arise from
that philosophy— whether they personally believe in it
or not. And this philosophy is incompatible with
Christianity. So then, Christian parents must be aware of
not only the tools public schools use to form character,
but what kind of character they are forming— explicitly
or implicitly.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Shawn


If all the cars in the country
were to be placed end to end,
it would probably be on
eastbound I-90 between
Wisconsin Dells and Chicago,
about 5:00 PM on Labor Day.
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July Meeting Highlights

The Stated Meeting of Session was called to
order at 7:00 PM on July 21, 2022, by
Moderator Shawn Carafa, in the church
basement.
The meeting was opened with devotions from
chapters 1 and 2 of Gentle and Lowly by Dane
Ortlund, and prayer by Shawn Carafa and the ruling
elders present.
Members present: Moderator, Shawn Carafa; Ruling
Elders: George Ellsworth, Howard Crawford, Jim Ely, and
Jerry Watson Jr. constituting a quorum.
Mark Mason was present as clerk of session.
The Pastor’s written report of last month’s activities was
received.
Pastor Shawn shared highlights of the 42nd EPC General
Assembly that he attended on June 21-24 at Ward
Church in Plymouth, Michigan.
The next prayer meeting will be August 7 following a
noon luncheon.
Prayer Leaders after worship service for August:
August 7
Mark Mason and Kim Rayburn
August 14
Jim and Barb Ely
August 21
Howard and Sallie Crawford
August 28
Jerry and Mary Watson
There were 35 communicants at the July 3 worship
service and an average attendance of 45 the past four
weeks.
The Homeschool Mom’s/Kids Group has transitioned to
its summer schedule meeting, weather permitting, at
Ravine Park.
The adult Sunday school class completed the RC Sproul
video series on abortion. The class has begun the video
series Creation or Chaos by RC Sproul.
The children’s Sunday school classes are on summer
break.
The Men’s Breakfast was on July 9 with seven men
attending. The next scheduled meeting is August 13.
The Women’s Fellowship met on July 16. Its next
scheduled meeting is August 20.
The Ely family hosted the July fellowship lunch.
The next lunch is scheduled for August 7.
On motion received Summary Financial Reports from
Brenda Gates and George Ellsworth
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on
August 7 to be served by Howard Crawford and Jerry
Watson.
On motion approved the purchase of a chair lift for
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approximately $5,000 to be paid from the Building
Needs Fund.
On motion approved proceeding with repairs
to the manse chimney and flashing
by Bone Dry Roofing for an Session in a
Nutshell was
estimated $2,200 and gutter repairs pre-empted
to the church for an estimated cost of last month
for space
$3,200 to be paid from the Building and limitations.
Like time
Grounds Capital budget line item.
and tides,
The next Regular Meeting of Session will be the right
margin
August 18, 7:00 PM.
yields to no
man.
On motion the meeting was adjourned with
prayer at 8:12 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
Mark W. Mason, Clerk

August Meeting Highlights

The Stated Meeting of Session was called to order at 7:00
PM on August 18, 2022, by the Moderator, Shawn
Carafa, in the church basement.
The meeting was opened with devotions from chapters 3
and 4 of Gentle and Lowly by Dane Orland and prayer by
Shawn Carafa and the ruling elders present.
Members present: Moderator, Shawn Carafa; Ruling
Elders: George Ellsworth, Howard Crawford, Jim Ely, and
Jerry Watson Jr. constituting a quorum.
Mark Mason was present as clerk of session.
The Pastor’s written report of last month’s activities was
received.
The next prayer meeting will be September 11 following
a noon luncheon.
Prayer Leaders after worship service:
September 4Mark Mason and Jo Ann Koekenberg
September 11 Howard and Sallie Crawford
September 18 Jerry and Mary Watson
September 25
Jim and Barb Ely
There were 46 communicants at the August 7 worship
service. There was an average attendance of 45 the past
four weeks.
The Homeschool Mom’s/Kids Group is meeting, weather
permitting, at Ravine Park.
The adult Sunday school class continued the video series
Creation or Chaos by RC Sproul.
The Men’s Breakfast group met on August 13 with seven
men attending. The next meeting is scheduled for
September 10.
The Women’s Fellowship will meet August 20. Toni
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carries some of those cards with him and asks God to put
him in contact with speakers in languages with whom he
can share a card. He knows that when the recipient calls
up TWR360 in his or her heart language, that person will
be introduced to the gospel.
That happened to Tom recently when he was shopping at
a Wal-Mart in our area. He had a casual conversation
with an employee who served him and learned that the
gentleman was from Nepal. Tom just “happened” to
have a card in Nepali with him, so he handed the
employee that card, with a brief explanation of what it
was.
It also happens that there’s a sizable Senegalese
population in our part of North Carolina, and TWR360 is
Greetings friends,
August 26, 2022
printed in their heart language, Wolof. Tom told me that
Let’s start with a quiz. What percentage of people in the TWR staffers have had the privilege of sharing TWR360
U.S. speak a language other than English in their homes? cards in Wolof with Senegalese people they’ve
encountered.
A. 8
It has been so long since I’ve lived in Attica that I don’t
B. 18
pretend to know the ethnic makeup today. Perhaps the
C. 28
percentage of immigrants is smaller than it might be in a
D. 38
more urban area. But I’ll bet you have Spanish speakers.
If you answered C-28, go to the head of the class. That’s Perhaps you have pockets of people from other places
who speak other languages. Arabic? Mandarin?
the percentage according to the 2020 U.S. Census.
Tom Streeter shared that statistic with me when I Swahili? We’ve got a card for that.
interviewed him for a chapter in the book on the TWR If you’re interested in having an assortment of cards,
story that I’m helping to write. Tom and his wife, Elly, drop me a line and I’ll see that you get them. If you want
have been TWR missionaries for 50 years, beginning at cards in specific languages, I’ll do that. (We don’t have
cards in all our 360
the transmitter station in Monte
languages, but we have
Carlo. For the past five years,
many covered.) Be patient
Tom’s role has been as liaison
with me. I’ll be traveling
for TWR360, our presence on
the first half of September,
the internet.
so I might not respond right
On the surface, that doesn’t
away. But I will respond.
sound like a big deal. Doesn’t
As always, thank you so
every organization have a web
much, Attica-Williamsport
page?
Presbyterian,
for
your
But here’s the difference:
prayer
and
financial
TWR360, which offers a wealth
support. You help make it
of ministry resources from blogs
possible for me to be a
to sermons to familiar speakers
small part of God’s plan for
to videos, has been developed in
a witness to all the nations.
Some of our TWR360 cards
136 languages so far. And in 108
(Matthew 24:14)
of those languages, you don’t

Global outreach,
right where you are

have to search for your heart language. If your web
browser is set for Spanish, it will come up in Spanish. If
your browser is set for Hindi, 360 will come up in Hindi
on your device.
TWR has printed out cards in a number of those
languages that tell people how to find TWR360. So,
here’s what Tom does, and what I’m starting to do. He

Under the mercy,
John Lundy
jlundy@twr.org
218-260-0724
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If you’ve not had the
opportunity to spend a
summer in the deep
south, you may
never have
encountered the
Tomato Pie. The heat of the baking process and the
complexity of the ‘makins’ might be somewhat
intimidating, giving rise to the assumption that the recipe
was probably invented when the Big House had a
summer kitchen and a chef who did the work.
If you have an abundant supply of tomatoes (vine
ripened, home-grown, the real thing!— hot-house
tomatoes won’t be the same), this is something different
to put them to use. It is tomato season, after all.

Southern Tomato Pie
Ingredients
1½ lb. ripe red tomatoes (vine ripened Romas
are great), sliced a scant ¼ thick
Kosher salt
All-purpose flour, for dusting
1 Pie Crust
6 thick-cut bacon slices, chopped
1 small onion, finely chopped
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
1 large egg
½ c. mayonnaise
1 tbsp. Dijon mustard
1 tsp. apple cider vinegar
1 tsp. sweet paprika
Freshly ground black pepper
6 oz. shredded sharp cheddar (about 2½ c.)
4-oz. jar chopped pimento peppers, drained
2 tbsp. chopped fresh basil leaves, plus more for
serving

Directions
Line a large, rimmed baking sheet with a double layer of
paper towels. Arrange tomatoes in an even layer on
paper towels; season with 1¼ tsp. salt. Cover with
another layer of paper towels and drain, pressing with
palm of your hand occasionally and switching out paper
towels when they become saturated. Don’t rush this
process. It could take a half hour or more. You want to
drain as much water as possible to preclude ‘soggy crust’
syndrome.
While tomatoes are draining, preheat oven to 425°. Roll
pie dough to a 11" circle. Spread into a 9" pie pan and
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trim to a 1" overhang. Tuck overhang under edge of pan.
Crimp if desired. Freeze 15 minutes.
Using a fork, poke holes across bottom and up sides of
chilled pie dough.
Line shell with parchment paper and fill with pie weights
or dried beans.
Bake until edges are pale golden, about 15 minutes.
Carefully remove parchment and weights. Continue to
bake until golden brown, 10 to 12 minutes. Transfer to a
wire rack and let cool to room temperature.
Cook bacon, stirring occasionally, until golden and crisp.
Transfer bacon to a paper towel-lined plate to cool.
Drain fat, leaving about ½ Tbsp. in skillet.
Return skillet to medium heat. Cook onion and a pinch of
salt, stirring occasionally, about 5 minutes. Add garlic
and cook, stirring, until fragrant. Scrape into a small
heatproof bowl and let cool slightly.
In a medium bowl, whisk egg, mayonnaise, mustard,
vinegar, paprika, ¼ tsp. salt, and ½ tsp. black pepper until
smooth. Stir in cheddar, pimento peppers, basil, bacon,
and onion mixture.
Spread one-third of egg mixture over bottom of crust.
Top with one-third of tomatoes. Repeat layers 2 times.
Bake (tenting with foil if crust is darkening too fast) until
filling is set and top is slightly puffed and golden, about
45 minutes. Let cool to room temperature before slicing.
Garnish with basil.
If you have leftovers, call ME!


Session

Continued from page 3

McGowen, director of Hope Springs Women’s Shelter,
will attend to give an update on the work of the shelter.
The children’s Sunday school classes are on summer
break. Classes will reconvene on Sunday, September 11.
The church enjoyed a carry-in fellowship meal on August 7.
The next fellowship meal is scheduled for September 11.
On motion received Summary Financial Reports from
Brenda Gates and George Ellsworth
The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated on
September 11 to be served by Mark Mason and Howard
Crawford.
The next Regular Meeting of Session will be September
15, 7:00 PM.
On motion the meeting was adjourned with prayer at
8:05 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
Mark W. Mason, Clerk
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manufactured, or marketed had come to be without the
skill and dedication of the American worker.
Unfortunately, greed caused the managerial approach to
the ‘labor class’ to become a matter exploitation and
abuse. The abuses are well known― ranging from child
labor to long hours with short pay, to arbitrary pay cuts
and dangerous working conditions. This was the
breeding atmosphere that moved the idea of a Labor
holiday to more of a celebration of ‘workers’ vs.
‘executives.’
In the nineteenth century, labor leaders started urging
government entities to establish a holiday in honor of the
labor class (read ‘blue collar’). Various municipal councils
passed decrees for a local holiday as early as 1885.
Oregon passed the first statewide recognition of a ‘Labor
Day’ to be observed on February 21, 1887. That action
was shortly replicated in Colorado, Massachusetts, New
Jersey and New York. By 1894, 23 more states
(accounting for 28 of the then 44 states) had followed
suit, each designating their own chosen day of
observance. On June 28, 1894, Grover Cleveland signed
a new law creating a holiday for federal workers on the
first Monday in September, designating it as Labor Day.
As late as the 1930s unions were still campaigning for
state recognition of the Labor Day holiday.
Labor Day is celebrated across the United States with
parades, picnics, barbecues, and fireworks displays.
Many retail outlets advertise ‘Labor Day Sales’ hoping
that the three-day weekend will encourage shoppers.
Some folks celebrate Labor Day by working. The extra
day off from ‘the day job’ makes time for the chores that
didn’t get done on Saturday.
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Archeological Discovery
in Jerusalem

While construction work was in progress to improve
disability access near the Western Wall in Jerusalem’s
Old City, significant historical artifacts were discovered.
Excavation for installation of an elevator exposed a villa,
mikveh (Jewish ritual bath), an aqueduct, oil lamps, and
more― relics believed to date back to the Second
Temple era.
While the discovery did cause a major delay in the
construction project, it provided the opportunity for
archeologists to sift through more than two millennia of
long-buried history. It may be months or years before
the full import of this discovery is known. But sometimes
the future just has to wait for history.

You may choose to observe Labor Day by attending a
parade, a picnic, or a backyard barbecue. You might visit
a park or a zoo, or a public
fireworks display. If you spend it
working on your backlog of chores,
that’s on you. You may even
celebrate it as a ‘NO LABOR Day’
and sit around the pool all day, or
lounge around the house in your
pajamas until bedtime. Whatever
you do, just try to remember that
the holiday is in honor of the work
that is done the rest of the year. 

 The nation’s first

Labor Day Parade

Sept. 5, 1882, New York City
This drawing appeared in
Frank Leslie's
Weekly Illustrated Newspaper,
September 16, 1882.
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—Elder George Ellsworth, Editor

Premise A— Creation
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and
the earth. 2 The earth was without
form and void, and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of
God was hovering over the face of the
waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be
light,” and there was light. 4 And God
saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness.
5 God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning,
the first day. —Genesis 1:1-5 (ESV)
[Followed by the account of five more
days of creation, and the Day of Rest.]
Premise B— The Big Bang
(Intentionally over-simplified for purposes of illustration)

About 14 billion years ago, there was nothing. We
cannot describe what ‘nothing’ is, because it
wasn’t there, and no one made a permanent
record of its properties (or absence thereof). At
some ‘zero-dimension point’ in all that nothing,
that zero-dimension point detonated, and the
universe— galaxies, nebulae, stars, solar systems,
planets, moons, comets, asteroids, space dust, and
black holes— exploded into ordered existence.
Which of these accounts requires greater faith? And
faith in what, or in whom? If the answer is obvious,
why is the Big Bang Theory the one that gets all the
publicity, textbook ink, and ‘scientific’ assertions of
‘proof?’
We have heard Premise B so many times, we find it
hard to distinguish truth from conjecture, or even fact
from fiction. If we have no experience with Biblical
teaching, we may have heard Premise A only rarely, if
at all. FDR hit the nail with his head when he asserted,
“Repetition does not transform a lie into a truth.” And
Vladimir Lenin, whose deadly legacy is well known,
gave us this, “A lie told often enough becomes the
truth.”
(Lenin purported his statement as fait
accompli, but we now read it— through the lens of
history— as a warning.) Alas, his warning has gone
largely unheeded in our time, even in matters not
directly related to Creation and Big Bangs.
Recent pictures (like the picture above) sent back to
earth by the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST),
have boggled the minds of scientists and amateurs
alike. The images this telescope has rendered are, as
seen by the astrophysicist, ‘proof’ of the incredible age
of the universe, and validation of ‘The Big Bang’ theory
(Premise B above, not the TV show). Casual observers
(like me), look at the same images, and see beautiful
works of art— to be viewed with a wondering eye. My
imagination can picture God, on the first day of
creation (“In the beginning, God created the heavens
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and the earth.”) smiling, rubbing his hands together and
saying, “Just wait until they discover THIS! Then they’ll
know how really big I AM!”
The Cartwheel Galaxy in the photo has been calculated to
be about 500 million light-years away from us. If the
astrophysicist is approximately correct in his distance
assessment, he might well speculate that the light just
collected by the JWST left the Cartwheel
Galaxy about 500 million years ago.
Light travelling 500 million years could
make a fair beginning case for billions of
years as the age of the universe. We
must, of course, factor in travel time for
the Cartwheel Galaxy’s particles to get
where they appear to be now from the
zero-dimension point in nothing that blew
up 14 billion years ago. Unless you
subscribe to Premise A.
Premise A tells us that ‘light’ was created
on day one― the stars not until day four. The light just
recorded by JWST could have just as easily been created on
day one, at any point between the Cartwheel Galaxy’s
apparent position and the earth’s current position. If we
speculate that light to have been created at a point, say
6,000 light years away from earth, we would establish the
age of the universe in agreement with the Biblical account
of history. We would still see the galaxy as we see it today,
although we would have no way of knowing if it still exists,
or if it― or any of the other marvels in our new
photographic record― ever did. Under Premise A, we
can’t prove our conjecture— but Premise B suffers the
same inadequacy. Does speculation equal fact under
Premise B and fiction under Premise A? Perhaps it does,
but only if you can― with a straight face― deny the
existence of a Creator.
Premise B starts with a zero-dimension point in nothing.
It’s a matter of conjecture that Point Zero must exist, since
everything appears to be expanding from that point. No
quarter is given to those who― using the same
observations― declare that six thousand years ago, all
objects in the universe were created, exactly where and
moving in exactly the direction necessary, to place them
where they are today six thousand years later.
The fallacy of conjecture over what cannot be known can
be illustrated by the following anecdote. It is an
observable fact that our moon is gradually moving higher
in its orbit around the earth― at the rate of about an inch
and a half a year. If we simply backtrack that
phenomenon, it’s a matter of conjecture that a mere 10.5
billion years ago the moon’s orbit was about ten feet above
the earth’s surface. No wonder the dinosaurs didn’t
survive.
Silly, of course. But in fact, it’s no sillier than inferring
Premise B from the observable data, when Premise A makes a
much more logical explanation― and it checks with the Biblical
record, which in all thus far provable accounts, is 100% correct.
Premise B is only marketable among those who say there is
no God.
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
―Psalm 53:1 (ESV)
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Birthdays for
September
DOB
Name
------ ----------------------

9/05
9/15
9/19
9/19
9/27

Anniversary
Date
Number Celebrating Couple
----------- --------- ---------------------------------

R. James Ely
John F. II Tanner
Michael Baird
Norma Gustus
Elaine Baird

Sunday:
Sunday School
Fellowship Coffee
Morning Worship
Every First Sunday
Fellowship Dinner and
Congregational Prayer

Anniversaries for
September

No anniversaries to report for September

9:00 am
10:00 am
10:30 am

12:00 Noon

Weekly Small Group Meetings—
Call for Schedules and locations

Note: Please send Birthday or Anniversary
corrections to the editor, in writing—
by e-mail if possible.

